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I am...
My goal...

My aim...

I am committed to helping

each artist develop and articu-

late the content, context and

presentation strategies for

their thesis work. My goal is to

help each student create a

written thesis that is authentic

to the nature of her/his visual

work, rigorously explore the

context of her/his art making

practice and engage in a

constructive and engaged

dialogue with their peers. My

aim is to help the artist make

her/his work understood.

GWEN DARIEN
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RT, Bom

bardm
ent, 2001

C-Print, 58” x 38”
Courtesy of N
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allery
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rounds:Im
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G
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Photograph courtesy of G
alerie N
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Scenes from
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rounds/The Angst Archive, 2003
D
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Art historian, critic. Form
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anaging editor, Art Criticism
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, Taiw
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LA M

IELI
Psychoanalyst; founding m

em
ber and president, Aprés Coup

Psychoanalytical Association; m
em

ber, training analyst,
Le Cercle Freudien, Paris; m

em
ber, International Federation for

Psychoanalytic Education

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

Art, which seems

to be a gratuitous act, carries with it an essential ethi-

cal and political value. PAOLA MIELI

The artist, Freud remarked, brings to the world a new

kind of true thing. We can add that she/he makes the

invisible visible. The work of art is both a new

creation and a tool to bring to our attention what

usually escapes from our sight or our awareness,

making us reflect upon it.
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O
, The M

ost U
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able Thing, 1999
D

ocum
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IL PERKIS, Juarez M

exico, 1993
Black and W

hite Print, 4.75” x 7”
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RISTO

PH
ER PH

ILLIPS
Curator, International Center of Photography
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For the past three years, I’ve been traveling regularly to China to do
research for a major exhibition of recent Chinese photography and
video. These trips, and my encounters with a host of young Chinese
artists, have given me a new understanding of the richness of visual
culture in Asia. As a result, I find myself forced to begin rethinking the
Western tradition of visual culture from a very different perspective.

CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS
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 PILSO

N
, Interregna (Bathroom

 M
irror), 2000 

16” x 20”, Courtesy of N
icole Klagsbrun G

allery
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Peter Rad, Book Club M
eeting For Seven Year O

ld, 2002
Chrom

ogenic Print, 96” x 75”
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SH
ELLEY RICE

Art historian, art critic

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

a laboratory where artists and intellectuals come
together to visualize new ways of seeing the medium
of photography. This creative environment is always
an inspiration to me, and to my work.

T H E  S V A  M F A  P H O T O  D E P A R T M E N T  I S

SHELLEY RICE
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LLIER SCH

O
RR, Lina opening braid, 2001

47.5” x 37.5”, Courtesy of 303 G
allery
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 SH
O

RE, N
atural Bridge, N

Y, 7/31/74
Type C Print, 20"x24"
Courtesy of 303 G

allery
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CLARISSA SLIG
H

, W
rongly Bodied, 2003

Artist’s Book, Printed D
igitally

Approxim
ately 8

1/4" x 9
1/2" x 1

1/4"
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SH
ELLY SM

ITH
Com

puter artist; fine artist

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

MEANINGFUL
CONTENT
CONTINUES TO BE THE GREATEST CHALLENGE IN

DIGITAL WORK.
A PERSONAL STATEMENT
SHOULD CARRY THROUGH A BODY OF WORK,

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER ITS

GENERATION
IS BY TRADITIONAL MEANS
OR BY SOME DIGITAL PROCESS.

SHELLY SMITH
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M
ARK STAFFO

RD
Psychoanalyst, w

riter, editor

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

MARK STAFFORD

I am inspired by the artist’s

search for a unique voice. The

desire to make images is a desire

to make a unique language, which

the viewer is then inspired to

learn. I don’t believe the artist

finds his/her voice without a

rigorous exploration of the voices

of others. To make these languages

is to return and rediscover the

meaning of poetry. Poetry does not

impose itself, a poem exposes.
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M
ARY VIRG

IN
IA SW

AN
SO

N
Photography consultant; founder, Sw

anstock Agency; Board of
Fellow

s, Center for Creative Photography

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

Students in my professional practices
seminar are exposed to opportunities for
photographers as well as opportunities in
related fields. It is critical that artists be
prepared not only to present themselves
and their work, but also to gain the busi-
ness skills necessary for a successful
career in this field.

MARY VIRGINIA SWANSON
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AM
Y TAU

BIN
Film

m
aker, curator, film

 and television critic. Form
erly, curator

of video and film
, The Kitchen

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

Something is happening here and
we don’t know what it is, except
that it’s called digital and it’s trans-
forming the way we conceive,
produce, distribute, and receive
moving images. But however excit-
ing or unnerving this technological
upheaval may be, it does not
render the history of the moving
image irrelevant. The greatest film-
makers, whether radical like Jean-
Luc Godard or conservative like
Martin Scorsese, inhabit the history
of cinema as if it were their
primary language.

AMY TAUBIN

To paraphrase
the now and then
relevant Bob Dylan:
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Charles H
. Traub, M

ystic N
ew

 York, 2002
Archival Ink Jet Print, 11” x 14”

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.
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PEN
ELO

PE U
M

BRICO
, M

irrors
(From

 Catalogs), 2001-02
Chrom

ogenic print, 18" x 12"-25" dia.
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CH
RIS VEREN

E, 2003
M

y Tw
in Cousin’s H

usband’s Brother’s Cousin’s Cousin
C-Print, 20" x 24"
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O
LIVER W

ASO
W

, Kitabatake Shrine, 2000
Archival Ink Jet Print, 30” x 24”
Courtesy of Janet Borden, Inc.

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.
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SIM
O

N
 W

ATSO
N

Founding director, D
ow

ntow
n Arts Projects

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.

I am convinced this is the
most exciting time to be
making and showing art since
the early ’80s. As a curator, I’m
committed to working with the
best of emerging artists just
appearing on the scene. As a
teacher, I’m committed to
emerging artists’ survival. My
SVA course and companion
Web site www.emergeproject.net
encourage young artists to
think of themselves as empow-
ered solo businesses charting
an art career that makes
personal sense.

SIMON WATSON

THIS MOMENT
ROCKS!

For emerging artists,
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G
RAH

AM
E W

EIN
BREN

Fram
es (1999) 3 screen interactive cinem

a installation.
Installation View

, Beall Center, Irvine, California 2002. 

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.
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JEFF W
EISS, G

olden Tow
ers, 2002

Ink Jet Print, 40” x 50”
Courtesy of the Artist

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.
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RAN
DY W

EST, Pretty,1998 Installation, 2002
Chrom

ogenic prints
Courtesy of Yancey Richardson G

allery

© 2003, Visual Arts Press, Ltd.
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BO
N

N
IE YO

CH
ELSO

N
Curator. Form

erly, curator, Prints and Photographs, M
useum

 of
the City of N

ew
 York; assistant curator, D

epartm
ent of Prints

and D
raw

ings, N
ational G

allery of Art, W
ashington, D

C
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I
’ve been teaching in this program since

it started in 1988. At that time, I was writ-

ing about the Clarence H. White School

of Photography, a small program estab-

lished in 1914 in a townhouse off Union

Square whose alumni included such diverse

talents as Dorothea Lange, Paul Outerbridge,

and Margaret Bourke-White. By teaching at

SVA, I wanted to find out who in our time was

coming to New York to study photography and

why. Over the years, I have strived to adapt

my teaching of photographic history to the

needs of artists. The most effective approach,

I have found, is to introduce students to the

vast photographic collections of the city and

to look at the history of photography through

the lens of museum practice.
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